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Slide 1 
 Welcome.   This video will explore peer reviewed journal articles. What they are, why you need 
them and how to find them.  Sometimes the term refereed is also used to describe peer reviewed 
articles. 
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Slide 2 
Peer reviewed articles go through a review and approval process before the article is published.  Be 
careful, not all scholarly journals are peer reviewed.  
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Slide 3 
Many lecturers recommend using peer review articles as they are of a high research standard and 
academic in focus.  Understanding and utilising peer reviewed articles enables high quality 
research and results.   
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Slide 4 
There are several ways of finding a peer reviewed  article or determining if an article is peer 
reviewed - using Summon, using a database, examining the journals website or using Ulrichs 
periodical directory (also known as Ulrichsweb). 
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Slide 5 
Using Summon allows you to search just for journal articles and then to limit your results to 
scholarly publications including peer review.  Not all scholarly publications are peer reviewed so you 
will still need to check the journal. 
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Slide 6 
Here is an example from Summon showing the steps required to limit an article search to display 
the scholarly publications including peer reviewed journals.  
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Slide 7 
Some databases identify peer reviewed  titles.  You may be able to limit your search or results.  Try 
looking at the Advanced search options or check the HELP options of your favourite database. 
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Slide 8 
All databases are different. Here are examples showing how CSA Illumina and ProQuest databases 
help identify peer reviewed journals - CSA Illlumina uses search results and ProQuest uses a 
“Limit” function before the search is conducted.   
Be careful to read the limit function carefully.  In this case it limits to scholarly journals, including 
peer-reviewed.    
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Slide 9 
Journal websites can also assist. The information for authors wanting to submit articles should 
indicate whether or not there is a review process. 
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Slide 10 
 This is the website for the journal Nature.  It has a “For authors” tab which provides information 
about publishing in the journal.  
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Slide 11 
Ulrichs periodical directory (also known as Ulrichsweb) is available from the Library databases 
page.  It provides information on published journals which includes whether the journal is peer 
reviewed or not. Ulrichs uses a symbol to indicate a refereed journal. 
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Slide 12 
 An example of a journal entry in Ulrichs periodical directory with the legend displaying that this 
journal is a refereed journal.  
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Slide 13 
Still having problems? Contact library staff for help. 
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Slide 14 
Thank you for watching. For further information either contact library staff or visit the website.  

 

 


