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In this tutorial you’ll discover what ‘peer 
reviewed’ means and learn how to find peer 
reviewed articles. 
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“My lecturer said I need to use peer reviewed 
journals!  What are they? 
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‘Peer reviewed’ means that the articles 
submitted to these journals are put through a 
review and approval process before they are 
accepted for publication. 

This process is carried out by a panel of experts 
to ensure that the research described in the 
articles meets the highest standards.  
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Lecturers often recommend the use of peer 
reviewed journals because they contain the 
latest research and high quality scholarship.  

Sometimes the term ‘refereed’ is used instead 
of ‘peer reviewed”  
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You can generally tell a peer reviewed article 
just by looking at it.   

It will be written in academic language, have 
an abstract and an extensive list of references, 
and you’ll see that the authors have academic 
credentials.  

Just be aware that not all articles in peer 
reviewed journals are refereed or peer 
reviewed, for example, editorials or book 
reviews 
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“So how do you find peer reviewed articles?” 
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You can search for using Summon on the 
library website 
Once you’ve done your search, use this 
checkbox to limit your results to scholarly 
journals and peer-reviewed articles 
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You can also use databases. 
Most library databases allow you to limit your 
search to peer reviewed articles. 
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If you’re not sure if a journal is peer reviewed, 
you can check it in a database called 
Ulrichsweb 
 
You can open Ulrichsweb from the Library 
catalogue.   
 
Enter the journal title in the search box and 
look for the refereed icon. 
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http://www.library.uq.edu.au 

 
 
To learn more see the online tutorials and 
guides on the library website. 
 

 

 

 


