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E.0R THE YEAR 1953

1. GENERAL:

It may bu remembered that in tho annual report for
1952 it was suggestod that the prospect for 1953 could bo viewed
foptimisticaJ.ly in the light of what has boen achieved in 1952 I.

Happily this optimism has boen comp1etoly justifiod.

The two foature~ of tho work for 1952 which forMed tho
basis for this prognostication; changing prices of books and
incroased flow of mo.to:('ial into tho library, '18.VG again
charactorised operations during 1953.

For tho first timo in many years it is possible to
record a fall in th'3 averago prico of new booles takon into tho
library, In 1953 the Library paid, on the average, 36/- pOl'
book, as opposod to 3(1/... in 1952. As to the intako of now
material, this showed an increase of more than 38% ovor tho
corresponding fif#uro for 1952~ the volume of new cataloguing
increasing by 41~ vlth p it will bo notod, no incroaso in the
cataloguing star.f o

From tho poillt of view of central processing it has
boen a partiCUlarly satisfactory yoar. Lost it should bo thought
however, that the solution has now boen found to all our problems,
I shall devote a larGO proportion of this report to cortain loss
satisfactory foatures of which tho major onos aro,: tho rapid
ovor-crowding of the Main Library building and tho parallel
situation in cortain Dopartmental libraries, the rate of
ordering by Dope,r'i:i1uon':js and tIlO lack of any offoctive follow-up
system for outstanding orders.

2. STAFF t
nO--

Quito a r~umbor of, altcirations to staff were rocordec1
during tho year. M:1.ss A. Meyers, B.A. resigned from the
cataloguing staff to travol abroad, her place being taken by
Miss B. McDougall, B.A., former librarian of the Fryer Memorial
Library of Australii'lll L:i.terature. Mr. John R. Hanscomb, B.Sc.,
officer in chargo ot' Ol"ders and Accessions, resigned to take a
,post in the Physics Departmont, his place being fillod by Mr.
D. Scott, formerly officer in chargo of poriodicals and Exchangeo
Tho latter vacancy was filled by the appointmont of Mr. C.T.
f'loale, B.A. Mrs. Wc,o,1,;'ordo (nde Griffin) resigned as from
31st Decembor 19,53 1 ho!' place baing filled by Miss A. Thatchor.
Miss A. -Muir ~osignod to be married and was replaced by Miss
J. Doig.

DU!'lng t~1/) year, as a rosult of a submission mado 'tu
the Sonata ocflinib tOe) 011 staffing and ancillarios, two further
positions woro creatGd and filled, rospectively, oy Miss R.
Gracie, Library Assistant, and Peter James, Junior Library
Assistan'b. ~1Ir~ Jam:)s su,osoquent1y resignod to continue his
studios fulJ. ..time and rt:l"" B. Barbour was appointed in a
temporary capacity, 'po::1ding a permanont replacement aftor ti:co
Public Examinations.

Miss G:::ac1,o transferred later in the yoar to bocome
Library Asdstiant in charge of the Chemistry and Geology librarios
her place being t,akon by Miss J. McLeod. Miss McLood later
resigned to return to Tasmania and was replaced by Miss S.
Mansfield.
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2. STAFF (cont fd):
... Miss F. Sinclair, curator of tho Darnall Fine Arts

Colloction, who as notod in last yearrs roportj was attac~od
part-ttme to the Main Library, was transferrod, as dotailod
below to tho Dopartment of Ar~hitecture.

In the Departmental Libraries, Miss J. Symos, DoA.,
rosigned from the Agriculture, EntomoloGY and Botany Librarios
and was replaced by Miss V. Hall, During tho year, tho Senate
approvod a. re ...staffing of the Geology, Chemistry and Architocturo
11brarios, wheroby Miss F. Sinclair, Cura t6r of the Dal' nell
Fine Arts Collection, became attached full ... timo to the Department
of Architocture am Miss R. Gracia of the Main Library Staff was
appointed, as noted above, to suporviso both the Ch3mistry and
Geology Libraries,

Miss N. Merigan, B.A.rosigned from the Veterinary
Scionce Library and was replaced by Miss S. Windom, B.Sc. The
Medical School Library staff was changed by the resignation of
Miss M. Blakeway and tho appointmont of Miss J. Briggs, D.A.
Miss J. Siddons B.A., librarian of the Thomas Thatchor Momorial
Library, resigned to travel abroad and was replaced by Miss D.
Truesdale.

During the year tho Library Committoe investigated
the staffing of Departmental Libraries with particular reference
to the vacancy then existing in the Veterinary Science Library
and decided that tho question of the appointment of graduates in
preference to non-graduatos to such positions. must be dotermined
on tho morits of each caso as it occurred. It confirmed tho
appointment of graduatos to tho Modical School, thO Agricul tUl'e i'

Entomology and Botany Libraries, the Engineering Library and
tho Veterinary Science Library. A strong recommendation was also
included, howover, that the attainment, within two years of first
taking up duty; of the Preliminary Certificate of tho Library
Association of Australia be required for confirmatien of such
appointments in tho future of gradu~to8 without previous library
experionce. It was agreed also that all such appointees be
attached to tho Main Library for a preliminary poriod of training.

In the course of the year the V1coMChancellor detdrminod
that, taking the whole University Library into consideration,
administrative exponsos had now reachod a point where thoy wero
equivalent to tho sums expended on library materials. At his
request" accordingly, the Library CommS- ttee appointed a sub..
committeo to consider the raison dtotre of each of the Depart-
mental Libraries, , .•-

I must mako special mention again of the continuing
success of tho staff in gaining professional q\Jl3.lification by
examination. Miss J. Oakeley, B.A., completed in ono year the
full requirements of tho Qualifying Examination conducted by tho
Library Association of Australia, gaining merits in two papers
and Miss A. Meyors completed tho remaining units sho roquirod for
tbi s examination.

3, CENTRAL PROCESS ~G:

The major development of 1953 took"placo in this
sphere, It was two"'fold. In tho first place, tho appointE::,ilt Gf
an extra Junior Library Assistant enabled tho institutien of
full pre-cataloguo checking. Thoro aro two main advantagos in
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3. 9ENTRAL PROCESSING (contld)

this. Firstly, it eliminates largely tho possibility of
book ordersboing forwardod by tho Univorsity Dookshop to in­
correct .publishers 'and so makes doliveri0s spoodier and 11101'0
cortain. Secondly, it relieves tho cataloguing staff of a
considerablo amount of routine chocking, both for multiple
copies and for full bibliographic detail.

In tho second placo, tho appointment of a Junior
Library Attondant rondored possiblo finally tho intrbductlon of
a routine ut card"'duplication. This a8ain has a two...fold
ac1vantagG. Firstly, it reducos by at loast50% tho worl{ of the
typing staff. Socondly, it makes it possible to distributo
cataloguQ cal'ds mucl, moro goncl'ously and so koep Departments
mora closoly in touch with tho growth of tho library. Tho
actual details of thod up1ica tion routine, including tho
modification of existing stationery and equipmont aro uniquo
in Australia nnd probably in the world. As such thoy wore
outlined in an articlo by mJsp1f in tho Austr~lian~i£rary

~ourn~l (Aust. Lib. J. 1 Vol. 2, No.5, p.61.) which att1'act rJd
cons~dorable attention and corrospondonco~

. I cahnot omphasizo too strongly that these two major
:l.mprovomonts, oB"pocial1y tho latter, have cut offectivo1y tho
Gordian knot of centralised book procossing in your Library
and havo boon responsible, in tho first yoar of oporation alono,
for a saving by tho University of soveral hundrod pounds.

During this year also a modified systom -of loc1::S01'
keeping was introduced which enabled the olimination ~f two
fUl'ther processos in the order and accession routino.

In Uno with tho policy of eliminating costly
docontralisod processing, tho Main Library assumod
responsibIlity during 1953 for ordering, accossioning anu
cataloguing stock for the Thatchor Mc:morla1 Library. Th:Lu
has allowed tho Thatcw)r Library staff to concentrate on those
problems of stock circulation and rondor uso which ar'J thoir
particular rosponsibility.

DEPART1lliNTAL LIBlli,RIES:
. . ...........

In 1953, as well as continuing to attend to
Departmental Librarios through contral processing and through
the detaching of Main Library Staff to assist and rcplaco
Dopartmontal officers during annual 1eavo~ ponding now
appointments and for other reasons, an al1"out attompt was
made to complete tho rOMorganisation of a major Dopartmonta1
library, Enginoering.

This task was undertaken not only becauso of tho
pressing neod of tho library concernod but also as a spocies
of pilot project to establish whother tho major task of rc~

classification and back subject cataloguing could bo
undortaken with existing staff.

It oannot be claimed that more than about 50%
success was achievod. By dint of dotaching two of tho fm.u'
cataloguers it was possib10 almost complotely to ro ..classify
the Engineoring library, removing past inconsistoncies and
co-operating with tho Faculty in interproting the classification
schodules as favourably as possib10 to thoir interests, It
was not possible, howevor, avon to start on tho othor soction
of the project, namolYl applying subjoct catalo~uing to tlw
books rocOivod-boforo this aspect of contral procossing was
introducod in mid H 1951.
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4. DEPARTMENTAL LIBPillRIES: (cont fd)
t '*

. Well bafore the ro-classification, with its
consequont re ..lott'Jring and ro .. s11olvin~ of books, was comploted
it was found nocossary to detach a third cataloGuer to
Vet8rinary Science and tho single cataloguer left at tho
Main Library, with such sporadlc help as could bo givon by
the Librarian, was faced with cataloGuing a back-lOG of ovor
1,000 now books. In tho pl'OCOSS of clepr':!.ng thoso pl':i.ority
was given to DepartmElntal ordors and, as a l'osult, soma
hundreds of books for tho Main Library remained uncatalogucd
for months.

It appoars clear that to copo in any way adeqwltoly
with current accessfons no Departmontal project can ';Je
undertalcen which roduces tho presont cataloguinlj staff by
mOl'O than ono at a time. Tho position than which has to be
faced is that it will be impossiblo to cover subjoct procossing
of oldor material without incroasing tho cataloguing staff ..
In round figuros this means that thoro aro somo 100,000
volumos in tho Library to which thore can be no adequate
subjoct approach unless somo extra cataloguers 8.1':) appointod.

It is fair to state that there is still considorable
discussion in tho Library profess:ion ovor tho neod for full
subjoct cataloguing of older material, but thoro sooms to bo
good roason for oxtonding it to cover at loast matorial
publishod in tho last twonty years. Evon thls roducod
category weuld involvo no loss thar, 45,000 volumes needing
practically complete processing; or, work equivalont to 15
full cataloljuer years.

5. THE MA IN LIBRAR Y BUILD ING I. ,.

Since the presentation of tho previous annual
report nothing whatever has boen achieved in allovat:Lon of
the space problem il1 tho Main Library Building,.

In last yoar's report it was peinted out that tlu'ee
years oxpansion was the absoluto maximQm remaining in tho
bookstack. Twelvo months lator I must roport that this was a
dangerous pioce of optimism. Thore is overy roason to foar
that b'y tho eqd of this, ;r,o.a,r. overy available sholf' will be
jammod tight.

Two factors again have contrlbutod to this. Flrst,
tho agroement to house the Fryor Momorial Library of
Australian L:i.toraturo involving a sacrifico of ovor 800 square
feot of fleor space. Socond, tho incroased intako of matorial
and tho anticipated accoloration in it duo to incraasud·
funds, particularly for tho modern languagos.

In 1953, 4812 new books woro sholvod in the open
access stack, 302 bound volumes of periodicals in the
Poriodical Room and ovor 2,500 of bound and unbound periodicals
in'bo tho rosel'VO books tack. This amounts to noarly 800
linear feet of sholving or mora than 260 shelves, 160 of them
in tho open accoss stack alono. In this 0.1'00., the opcn accos~

stack, thero aro, at time of wl'iting, only 127 empty sho],v"s
to accommodate now accossions. Evon this space waS made
available only by rigo1'ous flwocding out ll of the English
Litoraturo scction Which resulted in complotely OCCul)~Ting tho
portion of the rosorvn bookstack available for books.
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5. T,HE MAIN LIBRA.RY BUILDING: (cont fd)

Nor, as has been emphasizod beforo, is thIs tho full
Gxtont of tal dangar, which already has resultod in tho
stacking of two thousand volumes on the floor. It has also
caused tho cessation of central storago of material fro~

Dopartmonta1 librarios.

Tho contral storage function of the Main Library
is quite vital to tho economy of tho whole library structural
Obviously it is impracticable to a ttompt to provido infinito
expansion at thir~y~oi&~t separate points and yot this is
what is involvod if one contral storage area cannot relieve tho
Departmonta1 1ibra!',;i.os from timo to timo of thoi!' losser ..usocl
stock.

All in all, tho accommodation situation well merits
that rathor over-workod torm desporate. I would liko to ro­
commend, in tho strongest terms, that tho construction authority
bo askod to allot an immediate priority to tho provision of a
mezzanine books tack ovor the existing steel shelving in thu
open accoss stack.

6. BOOK DELIVERIES:
" .

The introduction of full pro-catalogue checking
must have imnonsoly simplified the task of tho Univorsity
Bookshop in obtaining books on library orders, It seoms
thorefore that the time is ripe for considering whother th~t

organisation might not provido a follow-up serVico. for out­
standing orders. Tho Library is propared ilnmediately to
commence rominding tho bookshop of orders which hnvQ fnl10d
to arrive within a reasonable perriod. It is not pl'oparod to do
so unless there is somo guarantee that tho Bookshop Will, in
fact, tako action on any such reminders.

I emphasize'this point of tho non-following"up of
orders sinco it 1s the last remaining dofect in our co-operation.
The intrOduction of simplified ardor forms and tho final
negotiation of a mutually satisfactory agreonmnt on pricos have
improved Library-ITooksh6p rolations to a point of somo
considerable efficiency. But thG Library will continuo to
attract criticism so long as this dead weight of unfulfilled
ordors remains. Merely to pass the blame onto the Bookshop
is a negative and unsatisfactory solution; tho position must
be faced, I feol, that it is the unanimous and legitimate
opinion of the Libraryrs patrons that it is an essential part
of its function to check overdue orders and that in the
present circumstancos this cannot be done. In is tho Libraryrs
opinion that the Bookshop should provido its sharo of tho
facilities fer this, even if it ontai1s a reduction in its
profits duo to tho appointment,ct' extra staff.

7. TEE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALL\:

The Library has continued to associate with this
body. During 1953 tho Librarian was honoured to act as
President of tho Quoonsla~1 Branch and to attend, as proxy
councillor, the Annual Mooting of the Federal Council of tho
Association hold in Sydney. At this moeting, in rocog~iti6n

of tho growing importanco of thJ,s Stato in Library matters,
ho was appointod editor of tho ~~.tra1ian Li~rary Journa~.
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? THE LIBMRY ASSOCL'\TION OF AUSTRALIA: (cont'd)..... -... . ." .

Opportuni ty was takon, at thL'3 moot Llg, of hold ing an
informal gathoring of Univorsity Lib~ur1ans from all states of
the Commonwealth, at which the suggostion was made and
supported unanimously that tho appropriato authorittes bo
approachod with a view to convening a formal conforence to
discuss matters of mutual concern.

8. THE LIBR'l.RY VOTE:

Following tho roport for 1952 I havo appended horoto
an analysis on a subject basis of now book accoselons during tho
yoar. It is cloar that thoro are still considor~blo areas of
knowledge rocoiving inadoquate ropresentation in OU1' colloction.

It is necessary to sound a note of warning in rolation
to tho placing of orders against the Library voto, Year by
year tho Sonate has boon increasing tho financial provision
mado for library sorvicos. Wl'lethor or not tho prosont
provision is adoquato on an absolute basis it nlust bo conceded
that it is in~Gnsoly more gonorous than it was five yoars ago,
It is abundantly cloar that thoro is no difficulty in selecting
sufficient books for purchaso 'In mora than cover the vote 1 but
orders for these books must, in fairness, be placod early
onough in tho year to allow a roasonable chance of thoir baing
satisfied and paid for during tho current year.

Unfortunately it has boon the caso and was so
especially in the yoar under roview that far too groat a
proportion of orders was lodged too lata in tho yoar for this
to be possible, The financial authorities can not be blamod
for suspecting that somo at least of this 1I1as t-minuto II

ordering is promptod by a determination to cover tho allotod
vote at all costs atld perhaps without any car",f"Lu consideration
of tho value of tho books so ordored, Particularly, tho
Accountant can not bo criticised unduly for being loth to
inflato his bUdget' by having to carry forward substantial SUlns
to covor unfilled ordors.

It is truo that a nQmbor of factors conspiro to n~l{o

early ordering difficult· but somo of them are mora apparont
than roal. It is, for instance, quite legitimato for
Departments to cOlMillnceordoring woll before the final voto for
the. yoar is made public,providing they do not exceod" up to
that timo, a roasonablo proportion of the previous years voto.

Certainly it is excoedingly frustrating to find De­
partments as late as the ond of-November still with substantial
W1flJ.lotted balances and to know" at tho same timo, that othor
Departments a1'8 impatiently awaiting t;10 avai.lability of tho
follOWing years voto to purchase urgently nooded matcrial~

It has ovon beon suggestod quite seriously that aftor
a cortain point in the year, any unreasonably large credit
balances might be transferred autct"atically to the discrotion
of the Librarian for the purchasing of roadily available and
urgently-neoded maturial for other Departmonts. Tho Co~mitteo

lllay caro to consider this proposition.



7 ...

9. BINDING.:,

The binding position remains unsatisfactory. DUl'ing
the yoar tho sub~committc8 connected with this matter wus
active and I with tho bacldng of the Library Comrhitteo, made
certain tentative proposals wh:i_ch, it was hopod, miE~ht

culnrtnate in the establishment of a Library Bindory. Tho
particular l')inder in que stion was not propared, howe VO l' ,

to considor an offer to join tho staff but suggested
instead, as a counter-proposal, binding a cortain quota POI'
year at a reduced rate. Tho sub-contrnittoo recolMillndod
this offer bo accepted, but, on tho Vice-Chancellor's
~n~tructions, the matter was deferred to allow old ostablish­
cd firms the opportunity of considering competition on
the same basis. The gonoral result has boon that practically
all binding firms have agroed to reductions in price the
goneral offect of which will be fairly considorab1e d-~1ing

1954 ..

On the question of ostablishing a bindery, the
sub-committee is being increasingly drawn to tho conclusion
that at any rate as a start, the Co~~itteo should think in
terms of providing a bindory sufficiontly largo to capo
with thoso aspocts of binding Which arc at present conplote­
ly neglected, principally book ropairs and that, at least for
the prosent, the binding of periodical volumes bo loft tio
commercial binders.

Thoro still soems to bo at least somo chanco of
effocting economies by checking tho binding of multiple
copies and by oncouraging the usc of choaper binding
methods for loss used material.

STATISTIC8.:- ....
(i) Summary of EXEon?lt~o on LibDary Voto:

1952 1953

£ £

8088
4720
3251
~

16601

·=~~nents for tho ~oar
were:-
Booi{s
Periodicals
Binding
Sundries

Total Paymonts

8280
5347
2479

931-- 17037

16743... . .

142

Against which rocei:p,t,s,
woro: ..
L'fSr'ary Vote

Rcsul.t).ng in a cl~od;i.'b

b::i.lqnce of: -

18793_.....

1756
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STATISTICSt (cont to.)
...... t ••

(ii) Accessions

1952 1953

£ ~.Y------

-....;;=..---_._-~---..
£

4095
64.~

£ ,.
Books
-Pur'chased

Donatod
4738 Total

5266
ill§

6682

Poriodicals (bound vols.
--- . only)

1466
1!§.1

~

7328
1561
~

Purchasos
Donated

Tota~

fJ!t t!2,;. (all. i toms)
CBS, withdrawn

No t Incre.a...s.9.

1974
~

2.589

92'"11
103';(-

93'14

------------:-----------------*~

Old stock discoverod in Dopartmental
libraries more than balanced witlrlrawals.

(1:1;1) 'Total Doolmtock
- . .. .

(iv)

108,141

Staff,

31.12.53
-~.. --
117,515

1952

1 Librarian
1 Assistant Librarian

Main Librar'y
Senior Library AAsistants

4 Cataloguers
1 Orders and Accossions

officor
1 Periodicals and Exchange

officor
4 Library Assistants

Junior Lib, Assistants
Junior Library Attendant

12 Total
DegartmentafLibrarles

" Sonior Library Assistants
3 Library Assistants
1 Junior Library Assistants

-! Tot~l

16 TOTAL STAFF. .

1953
""" ................_.....----

1
1

4
1

1

2
3
1

11

2
3
1

5
~

19

NOTE: In addltion, thirtoon further Dopartmental
libraries and seven othor servico points arc
supervisod by Departmental staff, full or
part-time.
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10. STATIST res: (cont IClt)

(v) Subject analysis of accessions (,;Books ,only)-
D.C. CIMS SUbject PU!'chases Donations

1952 1953 1952 1953

----------
000..099 Goneralea 91 93 15 9
100-129) Philosophy 66 110 26 26
160-199)
130-159 Psychology 104 84 '7 8
200~299 Religion 43 133 10 29
300..329 Sociology

Pol. Science 138 159 13 37
330~339 Economics 278 353 20 48
340.:.349 Law 146 178 42 68
350";'369 Administration

and Welfare -30 60 4 15
370..379 Ed ucat i on 339 243 11 36
380-399 Commerce &

Folkloro 19 20 5 3
400..499 Language. 9"1 134 4 26
500-509 Gon. Science 41 52 8 8
510.. 519 ~!Iathematics 38 57 2 3
520-539 Astronomy &

Physics 87 117 15 9
540.. 549 Chomistry 121 87 8 7
550"569 Geology and

Paleontology 103 97 21 13
570..579 Biology 135 93 11 5
580..589 Botany 60 77 13 9
590..599 Zoology 79 79 26 15
600..609 Gen. Appl.

Sc:i.onces 8 1 ...
610-619 Med "Sclonco 242 308 45 55
620-629 Engineering 216 201 20 8
630...639 Agl'icUJ-ture 121 139 15 23
640...699 Hu;r;8 Econ0mics

Bucd.-l':.oss Chern.
Tocll" 212 221 15 22

700...799 Fino Al'ts (:Lnc.
Architecturo) 152 176 18 52

800~819 Gon. Litcrat-
UJ:G Amor. Lit. 54 80 4 53

820-829 English Lito 400 785 67 ,101
830-839 Gorman Lit. 18 100 4 43
840...849 French Lit, 36 104 7 51
850-869 ItR.lian Lit ..

Spanish Lit D 7 5 4 9
870...889 Latin IJit~

Greek Lit. 79 85 3 12
890..899 OthOl' Li to 7 22 1 12
900-909 Gol1~ !-li.story 23 27 13 6
910~919 Go ogl'aphy 104 76 15 22
920-929 :fc. n., Biograpny 17 4 2 3
930-939 Ano io n-b Hist. 33 47 11 5
940-999 Modorn Hist~ 276 520 119 228

Darnall Pacific
Colloction 74 138 4 37
Darnall Art 1 1 14

TOTAL 4095 5265 643 1415




