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THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND T IDRARY

REPORT OF THE JAMES FORSYTH LIDRARTAN

FOR THE YEAR 1953

CENERAL:

It may be remombered that in tho annual report for
1952 1t was suggested that tho prospect for 1953 could be viewed
toptimlstically in the 1ilght of what has boon achicved in 19527,
Happlly this optimism has boon completoly Justifilod,.

"Tho two foatures of the work for 1952 which formed tho
basls for this prognostlcationg changing priccs of books and
Increased flow of material Into the library, mave again
charactorlsed operations during 1953.

For the first timo in many yoars it 1s possiblo %o
record & fall in the avorago price of new bhooks taken into the
library, 1In 1953 the Library pald, on thc averago, 36/= por
book, asg opposcd to 39/- in 1952, As to the intako of now
material, this showed an incréasc of more than 38% ovor tho
corrcsponding filgurc for 1952, tho volume of now catalogulng
Increasing by 41% with, 1t will bo noted, no incroaso in tho
cataloguing staff,

From the point of wview of décntral proccssing 1t has
been a particularly satlsfactory yocars. ILost 1t should bo thought
howover, that tho solublon has now been found to all our problcems,
T shall devote a largo proportion of this report to certaln loss
satlsfactory foaturcs of which tho major onos arcg the rapid
ovor=crowding of the Maln Library building and the parallol
situation in certain Departmental librarics, tho rate of
ordering by Depertmoents and the lack of any effective follow-up
gystom for outstanding orders,

STARE ¢

Quite a number of altoratlions to staff were rocorded
durlng the year, Mizs A, Meyorg, B.A. rcsigned from tho
catalogulng staff to travel abroad, her placc boing taken by
Miss B« McDougall, B.A., former librarian of the Frycr Mcmorial
Library of Augtrallen Literaturc. Mr, John R. Hanscomb, B.5C.,
offlcer in charge o Crders and Accesslons, resigned to take a

post In the Physics Department, his place being £lllod by Mr,.

Bs Scott, formerly offlcer in chargo of Poriadicals and Exchangc.
The latter vacandéy was filled by the appolntmont of Mr. C,T.
Fleak, BsA, Mrs, Woodfordo (ndo Griffin) resignod as from

3Llst December 1952, hor place boing filled by Miss A. Thatchor.
Mlssg A, Mulr resignod to be married and was roplacod by Mias

J. Dolg,

Durlng tho yoar, as a rosult of a submlssion mado to
tho Scnatc Committon on staffing dand ancillarlics, two furthcr
pogitions worc creatsd and filled, rospcctlvely, Uy Mlss R,
Gracle, Library Assilstant, and Peter James, Junilor Library
Agglstant, Mr. Jam:s subsoquontly rosigned to contilnue his
gtudles full-time and My, B. Barbour was appointod in a
temporary capacity, ponding a permanont replacoment after tlo
Publlc Examinationse

Miss Granio transferrod later In the yoar to bocome
Library Assistant in charge of the Chemlstry and Goology librarics
her place bolng taken by Mlss J., Melecod. Mlss MocLood later
roglgned to return to Tasmanla and was roplaged by Miss S.
Mansflolds
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STAFF (cont!d):

Miss F. Sinclair, curator of the Darnoll Fine Arts
Colloction, who as noted In last year!s rcport, was attachod
part~time to the Maln Library, was traniferrod, as dotailod
bolow to tho Dopartment of Architccturc,

In tho Departmontal Librarles, Miss J, Symos, Beia,
roslgnod from the Agriculturc, Eatomology and Boteny Libraries
and was replaced by Mlss V. Hall, During the ycar, the Scnatc
approved & rc=stafflng of the Geology, Chomistry and Architocture
librarios, wheroby Migs F. Sinclair, Curator of thc Darnecll
Fine Arts Collection, bocame attached fullwtime to tho Departmcnt
of Architecture and Miss R, Gracle of the Main Library Staff was
appointod, as notéd above, to suporvise both the Chomlstry and
Goology Librarles.

Miss N, Merigan, B.A. rcesigned from the Veterinary
Sclonco Library and was rcplaced by Mlss S. Windom, B.Sc, The
Modical School Library staff was changed by thé resignation of
Miss M. Blakoway and tho appolntmont of Miss Js Briggs, Db
Miss J. Siddons BsA., librarian of the Thomas Thatchcr Momorial
Library, resigned to travel abroad and was rcplaced by Miss BD.
Trussdales

During the yoar the Llbrary Commlttec lnvestigated
the staffing of Deopartmental Librarlcs with particular refcronco
to tho vacancy then existlng in the Vetorinary Sclence Library
and declded that the question of the appolntment of graduatcs in
prcference to none=graduatos to such posltlons must be dotermined
on tho morits of ocach casoc as 1% cccurred. It confirmed tho
appolntment of graduatcs to tho Medical School, tho Agriculturo,
Entomology and Botany Librarics, tho Englnccring Library and
tho Voterinary Science Library. A strong rccommendatlon was also
Included, howover, that thoe attainmont, within two yoars of first
taklng up duty, of the Prelimlnary Certificatc of the Library
Agsoclation of Australia be requircd for confirmatlion of such
appointments in the future of graduabos wlthout previous library
experlonces. It was ggreed also that all such appolntees be
attached to tho Main Library for a preliminary period of tralining.

In the courss of the year the Vico-Chancellor detsriiined
that, taklng the whole Unlversity Llbrary into conslderation,
administrative expenses had now reached a polnt wheré thoy werc
equivalent to tho sums expended on library materlals, At his
requesat, accordingly, the Library Committee appointed a sub
commltteo to consider the ralson dlctre of each of tho Depart-
mental Librarles, '

I must make spcclal mentlon again of the confinulng
succegs of tho staff in gaining professional gqualification by
examination.s Miss J. Oakeloy, BsA., comploted in ono yecar the
full requirements of the Qualifying Examination conducted by the

. Llbrary Assoclation of Australia, galning merits 1n two paperg

and Miss A, Meyors completed the remaining units sho roquircd for
thi e examlnetlion,

CENTRAL PROCESSINGe

Tho major dovelopment of 1953 took place in this
sphere, It was twowfold, In the flrst place, the appolntiint of
an oxtra Junior Library Asslstant enabled tho institubtion of
full pre-=catalogue checking, Thore aro two main advantageos in
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OENTRAL PROCESSTING (cont 'd)

this. Plrstly, It climlnates largely thc possglbllity of
book orders belng forwarded by the Unlversity Dookshop to in-
corrcct publishers and so makes delivericg gspoodler and moro
cortain. Seocondly, it relieves the cataloguing staff of a
conslderable amount of routino checking, both for multiple
coples and for full blbliographlo detall,

In the second placo, tho appolntment of a Junior
Llvrary Attondant rendered possible finally the introducticon of
a routlne of card-duplication. This again hag a two=fold
advantage., PFlrstly, it roducos by at Toast 50% the work of tho
typlng staff, Seccondly, 1t makos 1t possible to dlstribube
catalogue cards much more gencrously and go keep Dopartmonts
mors closely ln touch with the growth of the lilbrary. Tho
actual dotalls of tho duplicatlion routine, lncludlng tho
modification of oxlsting stationory and cqulpment arc unlque
in Australla and probably in tho world, As such thoy wore
outlined In an artlecle by mysplf In the Australilan Library
Fournal (Aust, Libs J., Vole 2, Noe 5, pebLl.) which attrocted
considerable attention and correspondonce,

I cahnot emphasizo too strongly that these two major

improvements, espoclally the lattor, have oub offectivoly tho

Gordlan knot of contrallsod book processing ln vour Library
and havo beon rogponsiblo, in the first yoar of oporation alono,
for a saving by the Unlversity of scoveral hundrod pounds.

During thls yoar also a modlfied system of lodser
keeplng was introduced which enabled the olimination of two
further processos ln the order and acccgslion routinos

In lino with tho pollcy of climlnatlng COSuJy
docontralisod procogsing, the Mailn Llbrary assumod
responsibllity durlng 1955 for ordecring, accogsloning and
catalogulng stock for the Thatcher Memorial Library. Thig
has allowsd the Thatcher Library staff to concontratc on those
problems of stock circulation and rcader use which arz thoir
partlcular regponsibility.

DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARIES 8

: In 1953, as well as continulng to attend to
Departmental Librarics through central processing and through
the detaching of Maln Library Staff bto assist and rcplacoe
Departmontal officers during annual leavo, ponding now
appolntments and for other rcascnsg, an allwout attompt was

made to completc the romorganisatlon of a major Departmontal

library, Englnecering.

This task was undertaken not only bcocausc of the
pressing need of tho llbrary concerncd but also as a specles
of pilot project to establish whother tho major btask of ro=-
clageification and back subject catalogulng could bo
undertakon with existing staffs

Tt oannot be claimed that more than about 50%
succeegs was achleved, DBy dlnt of detaching two of the four
catalogucrs 1t was possliblo almost completely to rew-classify
the Engineoring library, removing past inconsistencics and
co=operating with the Faculty 1ln Intorproting the classgiflcation
gchodules as favourably as posgsiblo to tholr Intorocsts. It
was not possible, howevor, cven to start on thoe othor section
of tho projoct, namely, applying subjoct cataloguing to the
books rocdlved before %his agpect of central proccessing was
Introduced in mld~195l.
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DEPARTMENTAL TLIBRARTES: (cont &)

Well before the re-classiflcation, with its
congsequent re~lettering and row-shelving of books, was cowmpleted
1t was found necossary to detach a third cataloguer to
Vetorinary Science and the single catalogucr left at the
Maln Library, wlth such sporadic help as could bho glven by
the Librarian, was faced wlth catalogulng a back~log of over
1,000 new books., In thc procesgs of clearing those priority
was glven to Departmental orders and, as a result, somo
hundreds of books for tho Main Library remalined uncatalogucd
for months,

It appears cleoar that to cope in any way adequatoly
with current accoessions no Departmontal project can be
undertaken which roduces tho prescent catalogulng staflff by
more than ono at a time. The position thon which has to b
facod 1s that it wlll De lmpossiblo to cover subjoct processlng
of older material without increasing tho cabalogulng staff.

In round filgurcs thls moans that thore aro some 100,000
volumog In the DLibrary o which there can bc no adogquato
subjoct approach unless somo cxtra cataloguors ar: appolnted,

It 1g falr to state that therce ls still ccnsiderablo
dlscussion in the Library profcsslon over the nocd for full
subjoct catalogulng of older materlal, but thoro socoms to be
good roason for cxtendling it to cover at lcast materlal
publlishoed In tho last twonty years. Even this reducod
catogory would involve no less than 45,000 volumes noodlng
practically complete procossingy or, work equlvalont to 15
full cabtaloguer years,

THE MATN LIBRARY BUILD ING?

Since tho prescntation of tho provious annual
report nothing whatecver has been achiovod in alleovation of
the spaco problom in the Main Library Building.

In last yoar!s reoport it was polnted out that throo
years oxpansion wag the absolute maximum remalning in the
bookstacke. Twelvo months later I must report that this was a
dangorous pilocecc of optimlsme. Thore Is overy rcagon to foar
that by tho énd of thig yoear overy availlablo shelf will be
jammed tTlght.

Two factora agaln have contributed to thls., Firat,

~ the agroomont to houso the Fryor Memorial Library of

Auvstralilan Literaturte involving a sacrificeo of over 800 squarc
feot of floor spaceo. Sncond, the ineroasod intako of matorlal
and the antlelpated accoloration In it duo td inereasod-
funds, particularly for tho modorn languages.

Th 1953, 4812 ncw books worc sholvod in tho open
acoess stack, 302 bound volumcs of periodicals in the
Poriodleal Room and over 2,500 of bound and unbcound porlodicals
into tho rcscrve bookstack. This amounts to ncarly 800
linear fect of sholving or mord than 260 shcelves, 160 of them
In thé open accoeds stack alonce In this arca, tho opcn accossg
stack, therc arc, at time of writing, only 127 empty sholv e
to accommodate now accogsions. Evon this apace wag mado
avallable only by rigorous "woeding out" of the English
Litorature scetlon which rosulted 1in completely occupying tho
portlon of the rcserve bookstack availlablc for bhooks.
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THE MAIN LIBR.LRY BUTIDING: (cont !d)

Nor, as has becn cmphasilzed beforo, is this tho full
extont of the danger, which already has resulfed in the
gtacklng of two thousand volumes on the floor. It has also
caugsed the cossation of contral storage of material from
Dopartmontal libraricse.

Tho ceontral storage functlon of the Main Library
ls quite vital to the cconomy of the whole library structurc,
Obviously it 1ls lmpractlcable to attempt to provide infinite
expansion at thilvfy~olght separate polnts and yet this is
what 1s involvod 1f onc central storage area cannot rocllcéve the
Departmontal librariocs from ftime to timo of tholr lessor~usad
stock,

All in all, the accommodatlon situation well merits
that rathor over-worked term desperate, I would liko %o ro=-
commend, In tho strongest terms, that the construction authority
be asked to allot an lmmediate prlority to t¢ provision of a

‘mezzanlno bookstack over thoe exlstlng steel shelving in tho

open accoss stacks

BOOK DELIVERTES &

The Introduction of full pre~catalogus checlilng
must have immcnsely simplificd the task of thé University
Bookshop in obtaining books on library orders, It sesoms
therefore that the time 1s rlpe for considering whothor that
organisation might not provide a followwup servics for oube
gtanding orcdorsg, The Library is propared ilmmedlately to
commoence rominding the Dbookshop of orders which have falled
to arrive within a reasonable pcriod. It 1ls not proparcd to do
g0 unless therc Ls some guarantcc that the Bookshop will, in
fact, takeo actlon on any such rominders.

I omphasize this polnt of the non~following~up of

ordors slncoe 1t ls tho last remalnlng defeoct in our co~oporation,

The Lntroduction of simplificd order forms and the final
negotiation of a mutually satisfactory agrooment on prices have
improved Library-Dookshop rclations to a polnt of somo
congldorable efficlencys, But the Library will continue to
attract criticism =zo long as this dead welght of unfulfilled
ordors remains. Merely to pass the blame onto the Bookshop

is a negative and unsatisfactory solution; the »position must
be faced, T fool, that it 1s the unanimous and lepglbtimato
oplnion of the Library!s patrons that 1t ls an essential part
of 1ts functlon to check overduc orders and that in the

prosent clrcumstancos thls cannot bc done. Ib ls the Library's
opinion that the Bookshop should provide 1ts share of tho
facllitlos for this, cven if it ontalls a reduction in its
proflts due to thce appcintmont.of cxtra staff,

THE LIBRALY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA:

The Library has conbtlnued to assoclate with thls
body. During 1953 the Librarian was honourcd to act as
Presldent of tho Queensland Branch and to attcnd, as proxy
counclllor, thce Annual Mcofing of the Fedcral Council of tho
Agsociation Meold in Sydnoy. At thls meotilng, in rocopmitlon
of the growlng lmportancoe of this State 1n Library mattors,
ho was appointcd oditor of the Australlan Library Journal,
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THE TLIBRARY ASSOCTIATION OF AUSTRAT, TA ¢ (cont 'd)

Opportunlty was takon, at this mesting, of hodding an
Informal gatherlng of Unlversity Llbrarians from all statos of
the Commonwoalth, at which the suggestlon was madc and
supported unanimously that the approprlatc authoriltfos bo
approached with a vlew to convening a formal confercncc to
dlscuss matters of mutual conccrns

THE LIBRARY VOTE

Following the report for 1952 I have appended horoto
an ahalysls on a subjoct basls of new book accogsions during the
yoearsy It ls clear that thorc aro still conslderablo arcag of
knowledge recoiving ilnadequate roprosentation in our collections

It 1s nocossary to sound a note of warning in rolation
to the placing of orders agalinst the Library votcs Year by
year the Senats has beon incrcasing the financilal provision.
made for llbrary servicess Whothor or not the present
provision is adequato on an absolute basls 1t must be concoded
that 1t 1s Immonsoly more gencrous than it was flve ycars ago.
It lg ebundantly clear that thore lg no difflculty in sclécting
sufficient books for purchase to more than cover the vote, bub
orders for these books must, in falrness, be placed carly
enough in the year to allow a roasonable chancé of theilr being
gatlefied and pald for during the current yocara

Infortunately it has becn the caso and was so
especlally in the year under revicw that far too grcat a
proportion of drders was lodgod too late in the yoar for thls
to be posgsible, The financlal authoritles can hot be blamed
for suspecting that some at least of this "last=minube ™
ordering is prompted by a determination to cover the alloted
vote at all costs and porhaps without any carcful consideration
of the wvalue of the books so ordered, Particularly, tho
Accountant can not be critlclsed unduly for boing loth to
inflato his budget by having to carry forward substantlal gums
50 covor unfilled ordors.

Tt is truc that a number of factors consplre to make
sarly ordéring difficult - bubk some of them ars morc apparcent
than real, It is, for instance, gultc logltimate for
Departmonts to commcnce ordering well bofore tho final voto fnnr
the yoar is made public,providing they do not excecd, up to
that time, a recasonable proportion of the previous years vote.

Certainly it is cxcoodingly frustratling to £ind De-
partments as latc as the end of Novomber stlll with substantlal
apellotted balanccs and to know, at the same timo, that othor
Departments are impatlently awalting the availabllity of ftho
following yoars wvotc to purchasc urgently neecded materials

Tt has even beon suggested quite seriously that after
a ccrtaln polnt in the ycar, any unrcasonably large crcdilt

-~ balances might be transferrcd automatically to tho discrotlon

of the Librarian for the purchasing of readlly availablo and
urgently=needed matorial for other Departmonts, Thoe Commlttec
may care to consider this proposltion.
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BINDING

The binding position remalns unsatisfactory, During
the yoar the subwcommlttce connected wlth this matter was
active and, with the backing of the Library Comnlttoc, made
certaln tentative proposals which, it was hopod, might
culminate in the establishment of a Library Bindery. Tho
partlcular hinder In qucstion was not preparcd, however,
to consider an offer to joln tho staff but suggosted
Instoad,; as a counter-proposal, binding a certain quota per
yeay at a reducod rate, Tho sub=committec rocommended
this offer be acceptod, bub, on tho Vice=Chancellor!s
instructions, the matter was deforrcd to allow old cstablish-
ed Tirms the opportunlty of consldering competitlon on
tho same basis, The gonoral result has Dboen that practically
all binding firms have agrecd to reductlons in price the
goneral offect of which will be falrly considorable during
1954,

On the question of ostablishing a blndery, the
gub~commlttee is belng incrcasingly drawn to tho concluslon
that at any rate as a start, the Commlttec should think in
torms of providing a bindery sufflclontly large to cope
with those aspects of binding which are at present complete-
1y neglected, principally book ropairs and that, at lecast for
the prescent, the bindlng of periodlecal volumes be left to
commarclal bilndeors.

Thore stlll scoms to be at loast some chanco of
effocting economles by checking the binding of multiple
goplcs and by oncouragling the use of choapor binding
mothods for less uscd materliale

STATISTICS ¢
(1) Summary of Expenditure on Libpary Vote:
1952 1953

£ £ & £
Payments for tho yoar
WeIo =
8088 Books 8280
4720 Periodilcals 5347
3251 Binding 2479
542 Sundrlos 951
16601 ’ Total Paymonts 17037
Againgt which roceipts
‘ WOINc $w
16743 Tibrary Vote 18793

Regsulting in-a crodit
142 balance of: = 1756




104 STATISTICS: (contfd)

(11) Accessions

1962 1953
£ £ L £
Books
4095 “Purchasod 5266
643 ' Donatod 1416
4738 Total 5682
Periodicals (bound vols.
' only)
1466 Purchasos 1974
1124 _ Donated 615
2590 Total 2589
7328 Total (all ltomg) 9271,
156l osg, withdrawn 103%*
BYEY Not Increaso 9374

*NOTE: 01d stock discoverod 1ln Dopartmental
" 1librarilies more than balanced withdrawals.

(141) Total qukthCk
51,1252 51,12.53

108,141 117,515

(iv) Staff
1958 1953

Librarian L
Asplstoant Librarian
Main Library
Senlor Library Asslstants
Cataloguers
Orders and Accesglons
officon
Perlodlcals and Exchango
officor
Library Asslstants
Junlor Lib. Assilstants
Junlor Library Attendant
12 Total 14
Departmental Libraries
Senlor Library Asslstants
Library Assistants
Junior Llbrary Asslstants
Total

e
=

L T O
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HKIr
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fes

TOTAL STAFF 19

N

NOTE ¢ In addition, thirteen furtheor Departmental
librarles and seven other sorvice polnts aro
supervised by Departmental staff, full or
part~timo.,
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10s STATISTICS: (cont!d)

(v) Subject analysis of accessions (Books only)

D.«Cs Class Subject Purchasgss Donations

1952 1953 1952 1953
OOOéOQQ) Goneraloa 21 23 15 o
100=129 5 o
160199 Philosophy 66 110 26 26
1304158 Psychology 104 84 7 8
200299 Religion 43 13 10 29
300329 Soclology

_ Pol. Sclence 138 159 13 2
5305339 Economics 278 353 20 48
3405349 Law 146 178 42 68
350369 Administration

B and Welfare 30 60 4 15
370379 Education 339 243 11 36
380=399 Commerce & :

' Folkloro 19 20 5 3
400»499 Language. o 134 4 26
500~509 Gone. Science 41 52 8 8
510~519 Mathematilcs 38 57 2 3
520=~539 - Astronomy &

Physlcs 87 117 15 9
540~549 Chemlstry 121 a7 8 7
550~569 Geology end

Paleontology 103 o7 21 13
570=579 Biology 135 93 11 5
580=~589 Botany 60 77 13 9
590~599 Zoology 79 79 26 15
600~609 Gena. Appla

Scidnces 8 1 - -
610~619 Med,Sclenco 242 308 45 55
620=~629 Englnecering 2le 201 20 8
630~639 Agricultute 121 139 15 23
640~699 Hows Econemilcs

Busiycss Choms

' Tcche 212 221 15 22
700~799 Finc Arts (inc.

, Avchitecture) 152 176 18 52
800~819 Gons Litérat- :

ure Amer., Lit. 54 80 4 5%
820~829 English Lilte 400 785 67 401
8304839 German Lit, 18 100 4 43
8404849 Frenel Lit. 356 104 7 51
850~869 Italian Lit.

' Spanish Lit, 7 5 4 9
870~889 Latin Lit.

‘ Greck Litb. 79 85 3 iz
890~899 Othor Lit,. 7 22 1 12
9004909 Gon, Hisbtory 3 27 13 6
91.0~21.9 Geography 104 76 15 22
920320 %-ne. Blography 17 4 2 3
930~939 Anclent Hisbe 33 47 11 5
940-999 Modcrn Histe 276 520 119 228

Darncll Pacific
Colloction 74 138 4 37
Darnoll Art 1 1 14 -

TOTAL 4095 5265 643 1415






