Brigsbhane Australis

Report of the Librarian for 1944

1. The general information given in last year!s Annuval
Report will not be ziven here except in the following
condensed form:

Ze Size of Tibrary (including Deparbmental Libraries);
approximately 80,000 vols,
Clarsgification (for the time being): Dewey TDeclmal
end Library of Congress
Cataloguing: Anglo-American code, with minor
modifications
in Author typed card catalogue in
i“aln Library Reading Room
ennzerint durlicats of above in Maln
Dibrary Cataloguing Reom
Classified (Dezey) card catalogue in
¥ain Library Cataloguing Room
Typed Author card catalo*ue in some
A_,VP artments

Students have open access Tto almost all parts of the
Library, and nearly &ll books may be borrowed for home
_inf.

Hours: 9 to § HMonday, VWednesday, Friday
Y to 5, 6 to ¢ Tuesday, Thursday
9 to 10 Saturday

3s Genoral Teport. The congestion in the Library has
naturally increased with time and the
ezult is a greatly lowered efficiency of library service,
Too nuch time ig gpent on the continusl shifting of
material in the atbempt Lo keep the library in a clagsified
order. And even this attempt is felling: anart from the
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ordinary boolig in everyday usc, the library classification
is breaking cowm. This congestion is not confined %o the
General Library: the Departments of Chenmistry, Engineoring
and Phaysics have too little storaze spece for books,

S

4, Accessions

1942 9, 650
1945 4,447,
1944 4,382 (books and periodicals 3832

pamphlets 550)
The principal becguests have been:

rom H.M,Ellis esq. of Sydney

A fine, early Burmese text on 32 palm leaves

Leonardo Bruni La prime guerra dl Carthaginegl 1545
A, Phillip Voyage du gouverneur Phillip a Botany-
Bay Paris, 1791
H,M.E1lis The Beef shorthorn in Australia 1932
Norman Lindsay Three original ink drawlngs for

1Bullstin'! cartoons

Je D¢ Leng View of the origin of the Polynesia
natlon 1834
i " Freedom and independence for Australia
1352
Te J¢ Byrnes Sketches and impressions 1902
G. Ho Reid An essay on N.S5.W, 1874

From Lady Blair

Lady Dlair very generously allowed us to btake from the
late Chancellor's collection some early law bocks and any
official moterial missing from the Library's sets. This
enabled us to complete many Tiles of old offilcial
publications.

From Mrs W, A. BE. Shand

A voluable collection of books on Bnglish history, of
French literature, ond of classical texts.

From the Rev, A. M., MacKillop, B.A., B.D,

Five volumes -of classical scholarship not in the Classics
gection of the Library.
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From the Queensland H,Q. of the Australian Army

A large collection of pamphlets on historical and roliticel
problems of Tthe Pacific and of the Balkan States,

5, GCatalogulng, The whole oif the Library 1s now

catalopued, with the exception of T.0G,.
Federal publicationg since 1867, The process of
cataloguing has however now far exceeded the typing of
cards and untyped cards are accumulabing to such an extent
that bemporary typing assisbance will soon have to be
procured to clear the accrumulation.

v

e Classificotion, Tho sechions oi Psychology, Mathematics
and Chemlgtr
b

v, and the Darnell Art
Collection, are now claggified by the Librarv of Congress
scheme., We ore indebhted to MHiss Raybould of the Departuent

o

of Mathematics for the by no meons easy task of
reclagsilying the Mathematics collection,

7. Staff, Mrs F, O'N, Brenan, a Wew Zealand universlty

librarlan, served for a time on the Library
staff and did scre very useful cetaloguing work, Mr.
Beavig, the Cadet Assistant, left to jolin the Havy. Migs
A.Darvall, B.,A., and Misg M. Crowe nrec now the Library
cataloguers; and Miss Kelly, a shorthond-typist, is in
charge of the fourteen hundred scilentific journals recelved
by the Unlversity,

8, Statistics. The amounts of the Dbook funds for the
various sections of the library for thc. ycar
were the same as those for 1944, It ig to hc hoped that
the wholly inadeguate book grant for English and modern
languages will soon he increased. The present sum of &£72
does not allow us even to keep up to date a collcection which
1g iteself below the minimum standard for a university. We
carry on at present on loans from Sydney and Melbournc.

9. Binding. The impossibility of having books bound
during the war is heving n serious ¢ffect on
the Library stock, 3ooks vhoae life could have been
lengthened by prompt rebinding have had to remain on the
shelves and be worn beyond hops ol repalr, Meny in
conscauence have had to be withdrawn from circulation.
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The end of the war will find us with a stock seriously
lacking many of the most used volumes and with an
accunulatlion of worn volumes needing immediate rebinding.
A special grant will then be needed (1) to replace
withdravn books, and (2) to rebind the books that have
accumulated in the past five years,

10. Displayse The Library continues to hold regularly
small displays of material of %bopical
interest,

RICHARD PEININGTON

James Forsyth Librarians






