
How to find the full text of a particular journal article 

Slide Script 

 

How to find the full text of a particular journal 
article 

 

“This looks like a great article for me. How do I 
find it? Can I just Google it?” 
 
“Not everything on Google is free. Your best 
option is to check the UQ Library catalogue. I’ll 
show you how” 

 

First identify the article title. It’s usually just after 
the author and date.  

 

On the library home page, choose the journal 
articles tab. Type the article title in the text box 
and click search.  

 

Find the article in the list and click the title link. 
Click on the PDF or full text link to open the 
complete article. 

 

“That didn’t work. What else can I try?” 
 
“You can go straight to the source. See if the 
journal title is in the UQ Library catalogue.” 



 

Identify the name of the journal. It comes after 
the article title. Often it’s in italics or underlined.  

 

On the library home page, choose journals. Type 
in the journal name and click search. Click on the 
journal name in the search results to see what 
UQ has access to. Look at online holdings. You’ll 
need to check to make sure the date you need is 
available. 

 

Identify the year and the volume. This will 
determine which online option you should 
select. Choose an online option that covers the 
year you need. Click the via link to access the 
journal homepage.  

 

Browse the journal archive to find the year and 
volume you need. In the list of contents look for 
your article by title. Click on the pdf or full text 
link to open the complete article. 

 

“But there are no online options for my article so 
how do I get it?” 
 
“This journal is only held in print. You’ll need to 
visit the library to photocopy from the printed 
volume.” 

 

If the journal is held at another campus, you can 
use the Document Delivery service and have it 
sent to you. 



 

“But the journal doesn’t show up in the 
catalogue at all” 
 
“This journal is not held at UQ Library then. You 
can request a copy of your article through the 
Document Delivery service and UQ will get it for 
you from another library. Just remember that 
this can take some time.” 

 

“Thanks! I have my article now.” 
 
“Good luck with your research” 

 

For more information or help visit the library 
website. 

 

 


